
 

 

FORGIVE 
 
Matthew 18 
 
 Even in the best of human relationships, we sometimes find it 
necessary to either seek or offer forgiveness.  Sometimes the hurt is 
unintentional or due to a misunderstanding.  It might be easier to 
forgive such an offense, but even then we may still remember.  
Hence the old phrase, “Fool me once, shame on you, fool me twice, 
shame on me.”   
  
But how about the hurts we cause for one another that are downright 
intentional, for which there really isn’t any excuse?  Can we forgive 
and ever forget?  In Chapter 18 of Matthew, Jesus teaches us to 
not let ill feelings fester into resentment or hate, but we are to take 
the first step and go to our brother and attempt to reconcile.  Jesus 
also taught that hurt attitudes toward others can impact our worship: 
He taught that before we present our offering (act of worship), we 
should go to our brother and reconcile.  Sometimes we liken our 
attitudes toward forgiveness to the game of baseball.  “For it’s one= 
two=three strikes you’re out!”.  Today’s study will examine what 
Jesus taught about FORGIVENESS. 
 
Forgive, how many times? 
Forgiveness parable, part one 
Forgiveness parable, conclusion 
 
 Forgive, how many times?    Matthew 18: 21-22 
vs 21.  Note that Peter asked the question.  Now here’s a question 
for us all.  Do we keep “score” on forgiveness?  Probably not, but 
our human nature without heavenly guidance might draw the line 
at considerably less than the 7 which Peter suggested.  Peter may  
have suggested a number far greater than the religious leaders of the  
day might have taught.  Recall in Matt. 6: 9-14 the model prayer and 
the main teaching point in vs 13-14:  FORGIVENESS. 
vs 22.  What an answer!.  7 times 70 == 490.  In other words, an 
unlimited number of times.  As believers, we are to walk with an 
attitude toward forgiveness, seeking to reconcile.  How do we do 
this?  In our own strength, it’s impossible.  recall Mark 10: 27. 
 



 

 

 
 
 Forgiveness parable, part one    Matt. 18: 23-27. 
vs 23-25.  Notice that Jesus begins this story by comparing the 
Kingdom of Heaven to a king (God) who faced this servant who 
owed  10000 talents.  QUESTION:  In today’s money, how much? 
Here’s some math: 
1 talent==6000 denarii. 
1 denarii==the average daily wage of a “blue collar” worker in Jesus’ 
day. 
So 10000 talents represented 192, 307 years’ wages.  Impossible 
for this servant to ever repay the king.     
The king in human terms had every right to take possession of all 
that the servant owned, and make his entire family as personal 
slaves. 
vs 26.  Notice the response of the servant.  “Please give me time, 
I’ll make it good”.  He didn’t ask that the debt be forgiven, even 
though he probably knew it was impossible for him to ever repay. 
Recall the speech that the prodigal son was planning to deliver to 
his father when he returned to home, broke.  see Luke 15: 17-19. 
vs 27.  The key word here is COMPASSION.  Each time this word 
appears in scripture, it is followed by ACTION. 
 In the story of the Good Samaritan, his compassion was 
followed by caring for the injured man. 
 In the feeding of the 5000, Jesus first had compassion, then 
performed healing. 
 Before Jesus challenged the rich young ruler to follow him, 
he had compassion.     
 So in this parable, the king showed his compassion by 
releasing the servant from his debt. 
Compare the story so far to Romans 5: 6-8.  God has forgiven our 
sin debt, impossible for us to ever repay. 
 
Forgiveness parable, conclusion     Matt. 18: 28, 32-35. 
vs 28.  Recalling the math from the previous verses, the wicked 
servant was seeking payment of a debt == about 3 months’ wages. 
In today’s world, this as more like a “payday” loan.  Yet the wicked 
servant, forgetting that he had been forgiven “all”, was unwilling 
to forgive his brother. 
vs 32-35. The king reminded the evil servant that he had just 



 

 

been forgiven of a debt impossible to repay, only due to the mercy 
extended by the King.  As a forgiven servant, he should have   
been willing to forgive.  Bottom line:  recall the teachings of 
Apostle Paul in Colossians 3: 12-14. 
vs 34-35.  As true believers, we are called to forgive just as we have 
been forgiven.  And just as this wicked servant was put in prison, 
an unforgiving attitude can destroy our Christian witness, and place 
us in a prison of bitterness.  If not resolved, it can be a “life” 
sentence.     
 
That’s all for today.  Please continue to be safe and well. 
 
Berl  


