
 

 

SANCIFIED 

 

1 Corinthians 

 

Holiness is a word people associate primarily with God or things they deem 

highly religious.  Yet holiness--the idea of being set apart--is a life to which 

all Christians are called.  In our culture of self-improvement, many 

Christians fall into the trap of thinking that being holy--sanctified--is just 

another do-it-yourself effort.  Wheile we play a part in our sanctification, it 

is a work God does in our lives as we follow Him. 

 

The city of Corinth was a center of sexual perversion in the day.  The 

temple 

Of Aphrodite, the goddess of fertility, anchored the city’s focus on all kinds 

Of mischief.   

 

You used to be like this! 

“All things are lawful, but….” 

Take care of “the Temple” 

 

You used to be like this!  1 Corinthians 6: 9-11 

vs. 9-10.  Paul provides a rather complete list of the attributes of 

unbelievers.  Sexual immorality, adultery, homosexuality, greed, stealing, 

etc.  He was saying that these people, who love this lifestyle, will 

Not inherit God’s kingdom.  Recall similar words in Romans 1: 28-32.  Yet 

many in the church were living like them. 

vs. 11.  Then in vs. 11, Paul reminds the church that before they became 

Christians, they had many of these same faults--they were guilty as charged. 

But through the grace of God, they were offered the free gift of salvation 

By trusting in Jesus. 

 They were POSITIONALLY JUSTIFIED--When God looked at them, 

warts and all, He would see Jesus. 

 But the goal of sanctification was that they would become 

PRACTICALLY JUSTIFIED--Becoming more and more like Christ 

Each day until he calls us home.  Recall Ephesians 2: 8-10. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

“All things are lawful, but….”   1 Corinthians 6: 12-17 

vs. 12  the KJV renders this verse “all things are lawful, but….” 

The society of Corinth was pretty much “anything goes”.  (How about 

today?)  If we speak out against homosexuality, gay marriage, etc.  we 

Can be accused of “hate speech”.  In the day of Corinth, very few of the 

Activities cited in vs. 9-10 would be against the law.  And sadly, it’s almost 

The same today.  But we know that these are against God’s law, and will 

Not only hurt our witness, but also hurt ourselves. 

vs. 13-14. Paul challenges the church to use our bodies for the glory of 

God and not just to satisfy our physical needs. 

vs. 15-16  Paul again discourages those in the church to participate in 

The sexual practices of the pagan temples.  He reasons that as believers, 

We are now “God’s Property”.  And so, to participate in these types of 

Sin would be akin to taking what belongs to Christ and joining with a  

Prostitute!. 

vs. 17.  But then, Paul reminds us that as Christians, we are joined to Him 

Through the spirit.  We are His bride. 

 

Take care of “the Temple”  1 Corinthians 6: 18-20. 

vs. 18.  The Key Word in this verse is FLEE.   Recall Genesis 39: 8-12. 

When Joseph was faced in day after day temptation, he finally FLED 

To get away from Potiphar’s wife. 

vs. 19-20.  So Paul’s challenge to the Corinthian church, and to us: 

 We don’t own our bodies, they belong to God 

 We have been bought with a price--the greatest of all prices, 

 The precious blood of our Savior. 

 

Reflections on Exodus 4. 

MOSES’ EXCUSE # 1:  “They won’t believe me”.  God gives Moses 

Three “signs and wonders”.  Look at the first:  His staff becomes a snake, 

probably poisonous.  God tests Moses’ faith by telling him to pick up the 

Snake by its’ tail.  Human logic says that’s the worst thing to do if you want 

To avoid being bitten! 

 

MOSES’ EXCUSE # 2:  “I’m not a good public speaker”.  Look at God’s 

response:  He reminds Moses that He will help him speak and tell him what 

To say.  On a personal note, I have been privileged to hear a gifted 

evangelist named David Ring, who suffers with cerebral palsy.  Yet God 

Has greatly blessed his ministry with his handicap. 

MOSES’ EXCUSE #3:  Can’t you just send someone else?  God counters 



 

 

By providing a helper, Aaron.  And God is already working with Aaron, 

So that when they meet, Aaron will agree to go to Egypt with Moses. 

 

God overcame every excuse that Moses could offer, and finally Moses 

Agreed to follow God, and go back to Egypt.  And a sobering thought 

For the Forever Young class, at this time in Moses’ life, he was age 

80! 

 

Berl 

 

 

 


