
 
 

ENCOURAGE 
 
Acts 9, 11 
 
Anyone discouraged today?  If yes, you have come by it honestly. 
Think about what has happened in the last 60 days.  Yes, we had heard 
about “the virus”, but other than hand santicizers distrubuted 
throughout the church sanctuary, we were doing life (and church) 
as usual.  On Sunday mornings, we had Bible Study, then Worship, 
attendance more than 200, we met and greeted.  On Wednesday 
we hosted more than 100 kids with Awana.  The Worship Choir 
was busy preparing music for the Easter Season.  Plans were being 
made to hold Easter services in the gym, in anticipation of a large 
crowd, including “once a year” attenders.  Senior students were 
finishing 12th grade, making plans for the next phase in their lives. 
Then “coronavirus” hit, full blast, and we are still “shut down”. 
 
The outside world would not consider the above encouraging at all. 
Yet as believers, we have every reason to be encouraged and to 
encourage.  Today’s study will center around the one person, aside 
from the Lord Jesus, who can be called “encourager in chief”.  After 
all his name means “son of encouragement”--BARNABAS.  Who  
was this man?  The book of Acts describes Barnabas by his actions. 
 
He took a risk 
He went to “check it out” 
He went to find him 
 
He took a risk    Acts 9: 26-28. 
 
The first mention of Barnabas in the book of Acts is Acts 4: 36-37, in which 
Barnabas sold some real estate and gave the proceeds to 
the Apostles for distribution to believers in need.  These verses don’t record 
anything he said, only what he did. 
 
vs 26  What preceded this verse?  Paul (Saul) was converted on the  
road to Damascus; He began to preach the gospel, and the people 
couldn’t believe it was the same man.  But many of the jews hated his 

 
 



 
 

preaching, and conspired to kill him.  He escaped Damascus 
by hiding in a basket and lowered over the wall of the city.  (Aren’t 
you glad his friends held on to the rope!)  Then Saul went to Jerusalem, and 
found that the disciples were afraid of him. (Wouldn’t you!).  At first, they 
were not willing to take a risk on this new convert. 
vs 27.  In comes Barnabas. (His real name was Joseph, Barnabas 
was his nickname).  He was willing to take the risk, and vouch for 
Saul, who until very recently, was a murderer of Christians.  Although 
we still don’t have any words recorded in the book of Acts, Barnabas 
was obviously respected by the disciples and also presuasive. 
His endorsement was a key to Saul being accepted by the early 
Church as a minister of the Gospel. 
vs 28   His acceptance in the company of the Apostles allowed 
Saul to freely teach and preach the gospel.  But once again, not 
everyone was glad to hear the good news.  Many of the Jews 
hated the message and again plotted to kill Saul.   Therefore the 
Apostles relocated Saul to Tarsus.  see Acts 9: 29-30.  What do 
you think he did in Tarsus?  (same thing he was doing in Jerusalem). 
 
He went to “check it out”   Acts 11: 21-24. 
BEFORE VS 21:  See Acts 11: 19-20.  The church was being persecuted, 
people had to flee from the persecution, and were 
“scattered abroad”.  Recall Acts 8: 1.  So in this time of persecution, 
in which the church had every reason to be DISCOURAGED, instead 
to good news was being spread.  And it reached Antioch, a major 
city of the Roman Empire, population about 500,000. 
vs 21  Under whose preaching/teaching did this “great number” in 
Antioch become believers?  Not any of the Apostles, not Saul, 
not Barnabas.  The gospel message was carried by ordinary people, just 
like you and me.  WORDS TO THE WISE? 
vs 22.  Why was Barnabas sent?  Note that the early church had 
a “bible” which consisted of the Old Testament, and first hand 
recollections of the teachings of Jesus from the Apostles.  The church was 
also struggling with the relationship of Judiasm with 
Christianity.  In Chapter 10 of Acts, we read of the vision of Peter 
and the “unclean” animals, which taught that the gospel was to also 
be preached to the Gentiles.  So Barnabas was sent to check out 
the Antioch believers. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
vs 23-24.  What did Barnabas do?  It is interesting to note what he 
did NOT do--he did not condemn them, or cross examine them. 
Instead, he saw what God was doing, and joined them.  And in vs 
23, there’s that word again:  “encouraged”.  
So Barnabas became part of the “Antioch Crusade”.  But he soon 
realized that he needed help. 
 
He went to find him   Acts 11: 25-26. 
vs 25.  Recall that the Apostles had sent Saul (Paul) to Tarsus 
for his own safety.  Luke does not give us any details concerning 
his ministry in Tarsus, but you can be certain he continued to teach 
and preach the gospel.  We do have an account of some of his  
ministry in Galatians 1: 21-24.  So Barnabas went to Tarsus, found 
Saul (Paul), and brought him to Antioch. 
vs 26.  What was the result of this ministry team?  They taught and 
preached for a year.  Many became believers and were added to  
the church.  How effective was the witness of the Antioch church 
to the rest of the city?  “They were called CHRISTIANS first at 
Antioch”.  WHY?  Certainly not due to the dynamic presence of 
the Apostles, the ones who had first hand experiences with Jesus. 
ANSWER:  Their daily lifestyle agreed so much with their teaching 
and preaching concerning Christ, that onlookers used a non- 
complimentary phrase “little Christ”, or “Christian” to describe them. 
 
A closing thought:  If we, as members of FBC were arrested and put 
on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to 
convict? 
 
That’s all for this Sunday,  be safe and well.  Berl. 

 
 


